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A new financial arrangement was being prepared by Wilson
which amounted to a declaration of bankruptcy, and was
denounced by the Khedive as a dishonour to the country. A
national movement against Europeans in the Ministry was
again started, and petitions were submitted to the Khedive
for the formation of a national ministry responsible to the
Chamber of Deputies.

This Chamber owes its origin to the decree of November
1866, issued by Khedive Ismail to ensure for Egypt a
semblance of the constitutional government which was in
vogue in Europe at the time. Needless to say, the Chamber,
which assembled for one month in the year, was a purely con-
sultative body, and the Khedive was in reality the all-powerful
authority in the country. But gradually the members won
experience and began to realise their rights, as a result of the
intellectual movements that marked the latter part of Ismail's
reign. During the reign of Ismail several daily and weekly
papers were brought out by Syrian and Lebanese writers who
had fled from their country to escape Abdul Hamid's
despotism. Towards the end of Ismail's reign the deputies
were able to raise their voice, and question the Ministers on
different questions regarding the finances of the country.

Their tone became very threatening when Sir Rivers
Wilson refused to appear before them and answer their
questions. At heart the European ministers considered them-
selves responsible only to their own governments, and they
knew that neither the Khedive nor the Chamber could limit
their independence of thought or action. The European
ministers therefore expressed their wish that the Chamber
should be dissolved after it had completed its term of three
years. When Riad Pasha, the Minister of the Interior,
appeared before the Chamber on 27 March 1879, to read the
decree of its dissolution, he was met by a general protest. The
members openly refused to leave their seats until they had
completed their study of the projects and proposals before
them. They eventually left the Chamber, and the Nationalist
movement, which was supported by the Khedive, assumed a
menacing aspect.

Ex-ministers, members of the Chamber, ulemas, officers and
notables were meeting regularly to coerce the Ministry into